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British Columbia Molybdenum Ltd,, by Climax Molybdenum Corp, of British 
Columbia Ltd, The mine, which last produced in 1972, was bought by Climax in 1973 
from Kennecott Copper Corp, Ltd, In its last full year of production, some 2,3 million 
kilograms of molybdenum in concentrate was produced, 

12.3.8 Platinum group metals 
Production of thèse metals in 1976 was 13,4 million grams valued at $48,8 million 
compared with 12,4 million grams in 1975 valued at $56,5 million, Canada produces 
platinum metals as a byproduct of nickel refining, When nickel matte is electrolytically 
refined, the platinum group metals — platinum, palladium, rhodium, ruthénium, 
iridium and osmium — concentrate in the residue, The residue or sludge is upgraded 
and sent to refineries in Britain and the US for recovery of the platinum metals, Canada 
ranked third in world platinum metals production in 1976 behind South Africa and the 
USSR, 

A slower-than-expected recovery in the industrial world's economy in 1976 
resulted in a comparatively stable price pattern for ail platinum group metals except 
rhodium, The price of rhodium increased substantially because of its expected use as a 
catalyst to control automotive émission of nitrogen oxide pollutants. Producer price for 
platinum at the end of 1976 was US$5.21 to $5,53 a gram and for palladium US$I,77 to 
$1,93 a gram, 

12.3.9 Cobalt 
Canadian shipments of cobalt amounted to 1,37 million kilograms valued at $11,8 
million in 1976 compared with 1,34 million kilograms valued at $11,6 million in 1975, 
Cobalt is recovered principally as a byproduct of nickel-copper ores; there is also a small 
amount of cobalt recovered from silver-cobalt ores, 

Canada's leading producer, INCO, recovers cobalt as an oxide at its nickel refinery 
at Thompson, Man., and as both oxide and métal at its Port Colborne, Ont,, nickel 
refinery, INCO also produces cobalt oxide and metals at its refinery in Clydach, Wales, 
from nickel matte produced in Canada, The Clydach refinery also processes some crude 
oxides produced in Canada into upgraded salts and métal, Falconbridge Nickel recovers 
cobalt, from nickel matte produced in Canada, at its cobalt refinery in Kristiansand, 
Norway, 

Sherritt Gordon Mines recovers cobalt métal powder from nickel end-solutions at 
its hydrometallurgical refinery at Fort Saskatchewan, Alta, The refinery treats nickel-
copper concentrâtes from its Lynn Lake mine opération in Manitoba and also treats 
nickel matte purchased from several nickel opérations in Western Australia, Sherritt 
Gordon closed its Lynn Lake opération in 1976, As a resuit any future cobalt production 
from the refinery at Fort Saskatchewan will be from purchased concentrâtes or from 
refining concentrâtes. 

12.3.10 Columbium (niobium) and tantalum 
Canadian shipments of columbium as columbium pentoxide were 1.66 million 
kilograms valued at $6,94 million in 1976 compared with 1,66 million kilograms valued 
at $6,85 million in 1975, 

St, Lawrence Columbium and Metals Corp., with a mine, mill and concentrator 
near Oka, Que., is Canada's only producer of columbium and has one of only two mines 
in the world that produce columbium in pyrochlore concentrâtes as a primary product; 
the other larger opération is in Brazil, 

Niobec Inc, a joint venture of Teck Corp,, Copperfields Mining Corp. and Québec 
Mining Exploration Co,, continued development of its St-Honoré pyrochlore deposit, 
some 13 kilomètres north of Chicoutimi, Que, The mill has been designed for an initial 
capacity of 1 361 tonnes of ore a day with provision for rapid expansion to I 814 tonnes a 
day if demand warrants it, Niobec began production early in 1976, 

There is only one producer of tantalum concentrâtes in Canada, Tantalum Mining 
Corp, of Canada Ltd, (Tanco), from its mine and mill at Bernie Lake, Man, In 1976, 
Tanco produced 127 813 kilograms of tantalum pentoxide in concentrate, down from 
181009 kilograms in 1975. The lower production was a direct resuit of a three-month 


